
Outward Church: 
The Battle of the Believers
Acts 15:1-21



Acts 1:8 (ESV) 
But you will receive power 
when the Holy Spirit has 
come upon you, and you 
will be my witnesses in 
Jerusalem and in all 
Judea and Samaria, and 
to the end of the earth.” 

Map via: Acts for Everyone, Part One by N.T. Wright



Corner #1: Believing Pharisees - To be a Christian 
you have to become Jewish and obey the law.
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Corner #1: Believing Pharisees - To be a Christian 
you have to become Jewish and obey the law. 

Corner #2: Paul & Peter - Cultural identity and 
law-keeping won’t save you. We’re saved by grace.
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Round 1) You have to become cultural Jewish and 
obey the law to be saved. (v1-5) 

The Battle of the Believers



Galatians 2:4-5 (ESV) 
4 Yet because of false brothers secretly brought in
—who slipped in to spy out our freedom that we 
have in Christ Jesus, so that they might bring us 
into slavery— 5 to them we did not yield in 
submission even for a moment, so that the truth of 
the gospel might be preserved for you.
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Galatians 2:11-12 (ESV) 
11 But when Cephas came to Antioch, I opposed 
him to his face, because he stood condemned. 
12 For before certain men came from James, he 
was eating with the Gentiles; but when they came 
he drew back and separated himself, fearing the 
circumcision party.

The Battle of the Believers



Acts 15:5 (ESV) 
But some believers who belonged to the party of the 
Pharisees rose up and said, “It is necessary to 
circumcise them and to order them to keep the law 
of Moses.”

The Battle of the Believers



Gatekeeping is when someone takes it upon 
themselves to decide who does or does not have 
access or rights to a community or identity. - reddit 











Do we ever “gatekeep” Christianity?



Round 1) You have to become cultural Jewish and 
obey the law to be saved. (v1-5)  

Round 2) We are not saved by cultural identity or by 
works but by God’s grace. (v6-11)
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Acts 10:11 (ESV) 
11 But we believe that we will be saved through the 
grace of the Lord Jesus, just as they will.”
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Galatians 2:16 (ESV) 
yet we know that a person is not justified by works 
of the law but through faith in Jesus Christ, so we 
also have believed in Christ Jesus, in order to be 
justified by faith in Christ and not by works of the 
law, because by works of the law no one will be 
justified.
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Round 1) You have to become cultural Jewish and 
obey the law to be saved. (v1-5)  

Round 2) We are not saved by cultural identity or by 
works but by God’s grace. (v6-11) 

Round 3) God always planned to save the Gentiles 
by faith. (v12-21)
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Acts 15:13b-15 (ESV) 
“Brothers, listen to me. 14 Simeon (Peter’s Jewish 
name) has related how God first visited the 
Gentiles, to take from them a people for his name. 
15 And with this the words of the prophets agree, 
just as it is written, …

The Battle of the Believers



Acts 15:16-17 (ESV) 
16 “‘After this I will return, 
        and I will rebuild the tent of David that has fallen; 
        I will rebuild its ruins, 
           and I will restore it, 
17    that the remnant of mankind may seek the Lord, 
           and all the Gentiles who are called by my name, 
               says the Lord, who makes these things 18 known from  
               of old.’
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Grace Wins


