
Outward Church: 
Almost Christian
Acts 18:18-19:10



21 “Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the 
kingdom of heaven, but the one who does the will of my Father 
who is in heaven. 22 On that day many will say to me, ‘Lord, Lord, 
did we not prophesy in your name, and cast out demons in your 
name, and do many mighty works in your name?’ 23 And then 
will I declare to them, ‘I never knew you; depart from me, you 
workers of lawlessness.’

Matthew 7:21-23 (ESV)



I. Like Paul, we should be mindful of almost Christians.  
(Acts 18:18-23)
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I. Like Paul, we should be mindful of almost Christians.  
(Acts 18:18-23) 

Acts 18:18 (ESV) 
After this, Paul stayed many days longer and then took leave 
of the brothers and set sail for Syria, and with him Priscilla and 
Aquila. At Cenchreae he had cut his hair, for he was under a vow.
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I. Like Paul, we should be mindful of almost Christians.  
(Acts 18:18-23) 

1 Corinthians 9:22b (ESV) 
I have become all things to all people, that by all means I might 
save some. 

Almost Christian



Acts for Everyone, Part Two by N.T. Wright



I. Like Paul, we should be mindful of almost Christians.  
(Acts 18:18-23)  

II. Like Apollos, it’s possible to know about Christ and be 
almost right. (Acts 18:24-28)
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24 Now a Jew named Apollos, a native of Alexandria, came to 
Ephesus. He was an eloquent man, competent in the 
Scriptures. 25 He had been instructed in the way of the Lord. 
And being fervent in spirit, he spoke and taught accurately the 
things concerning Jesus, though he knew only the baptism of 
John. 26 He began to speak boldly in the synagogue, but 
when Priscilla and Aquila heard him, they took him aside and 
explained to him the way of God more accurately.

Acts 18:24-26 (ESV)



II. Like Apollos, it’s possible to know about Christ and be 
almost right. (Acts 18:24-28) 

John 1:29b (ESV) 
“Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world!” 
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II. Like Apollos, it’s possible to know about Christ and be 
almost right. (Acts 18:24-28) 

John 1:29b (ESV) 
“Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world!” 

Matthew 3:1-2 (ESV) 
In those days John the Baptist came preaching in the wilderness 
of Judea, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.”  
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I. Like Paul, we should be mindful of almost Christians.  
(Acts 18:18-23)  

II. Like Apollos, it’s possible to know about Christ and be 
almost right. (Acts 18:24-28) 

III. Like the twelve, it’s possible to almost have the Holy Spirit, 
but not actually be transformed by Him. (Acts 19:1-10)
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And it happened that while Apollos was at Corinth, Paul passed through 
the inland country and came to Ephesus. There he found some 
disciples. 2 And he said to them, “Did you receive the Holy Spirit when 
you believed?” And they said, “No, we have not even heard that there is a 
Holy Spirit.” 3 And he said, “Into what then were you baptized?” They 
said, “Into John's baptism.” 4 And Paul said, “John baptized with the 
baptism of repentance, telling the people to believe in the one who was to 
come after him, that is, Jesus.” 5 On hearing this, they were baptized 
in the name of the Lord Jesus. 6 And when Paul had laid his hands on 
them, the Holy Spirit came on them, and they began speaking in tongues 
and prophesying. 

Acts 19:1-6 (ESV)



III. Like the twelve, it’s possible to almost have the Holy Spirit, 
but not actually be transformed by Him. (Acts 19:1-10) 

John 3:8 (ESV) 
The wind blows where it wishes, and you hear its sound, but you 
do not know where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with 
everyone who is born of the Spirit.”

Almost Christian



III. Like the twelve, it’s possible to almost have the Holy Spirit, 
but not actually be transformed by Him. (Acts 19:1-10) 

James 3:19 (ESV) 
You believe that God is one; you do well. Even the demons believe
—and shudder! 
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III. Like the twelve, it’s possible to almost have the Holy Spirit, 
but not actually be transformed by Him. (Acts 19:1-10) 

Matthew 7:18-20 (ESV) 
18 A healthy tree cannot bear bad fruit, nor can a diseased tree 
bear good fruit. 19 Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut 
down and thrown into the fire. 20 Thus you will recognize them by 
their fruits.
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I. Like Paul, we should be mindful of almost Christians.  
(Acts 18:18-23)  

II. Like Apollos, it’s possible to know about Christ and be 
almost right. (Acts 18:24-28) 

III. Like the twelve, it’s possible to almost have the Holy Spirit, 
but not actually be transformed by Him. (Acts 19:1-10)

Almost Christian



The Holy Spirit can transform almost 
Christians into genuine believers.


